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ISAIAH xxvi. 9. 


—Jhen thy Fudgements are in the 
Earth, the Inhabitants of the world 
will learn Righteouſneſs. 


"OO D—— — _ 


BG Z His Chapter with the two next 
= 0% DY- S bctore, and that which fol- 


Ty ky F lows, are all tour parts of the 
'Þ $4 fame prophetick Sermon, (as 
FS x appcars by thoſe words lo oi- 
SEEM ten repeated. 11 them, Iz that 

Dy, fixing, and determining All to the ſame 
Emoch, an Fy pcriod of Time: ) belong All to the 
ſame Subje& Matter, fc. the Deſiru&ion of 
Judah, and Jeruſalem, whether by the Þabylo- 
mans, or the Romans, or both. -So that ihe 
Earth (or as we may rather tr anſlate, the Land, 

A'2 ; Or 


» — — 


LEX IGNEA4: Or, 


v.1-&3. or the Countrey ) Waſted, and utterly ſpoiled 
and inrn'd npfide down Cap. xxiv. is doubtle(: 


the Land of Fewry: And the World, that lin. | 
guiſheth, and fadeth away, v. 4. of that Cap. no | 
much wider; that, and the neighbouring Re. | 
gions, with whom the Fews had commerce | 
and intercourle of Peace, and War, Moab, ang | 


YN & GON Egypt, and Babylon, ina word, the fewiſh IWorld, 


5,7 &.0;. (tor ſo both the Hebrew, and Greek words, 


mn ulually tranſlated the Earth, and the World, are | 
often in Scripture language contracted, and li. | 
mited by the Matter in hand: ) And conle. | 
quently the City of Confuſion, which 7s br oken | 


mn rp 


down, a City turn'd Chaos again, as the Hebrew 


imports, Cap. xxiv. 10. the City turn'd into « | 
Heap, or a Ruine, nay in tunmlum, as the Vul- | 
gar Latine, or «: xs, as the Lxx. turn it, into | 
one great Sepulchre to it ſelf, buried in 1ts own | 
Rubbiſh, Cap. xxv. 2; the lofty City laid low | 
even to the ground, and abaſed inthe very Duſt, | 
Cap. xxvi. 53 the City deſolate, and forſaken, and | 
left Wilderneſs, and delert all over, Cap. xxvit. | 
10, are but ſo many variations of the phraſe, | 
and ſionifle all' the ſame thing, the burning ol | 
Fernfalem, by Nebuchadnezzar, or Titus, or | 


(as ſome will have ir) by both. 


This {ad Devaſtation the Prophet firſt be- | 


holds in jpeculo prophetico, ſees it from far in his 


propherick Teleſcope, as clearly,and dittinGl Wy - 
4 : { F 


= Tye Law of R'ght2ouſneſs. 


if it were betorc his eyes ; and deſcribesi it here, 
ind there the whole Sermon throughout, but 


= chiefly Cap. xx1v. 1n lo lofry Language, that 
a many have miſtaken ic for the End of the 
” World, and the Conlummation of all things. 


But then, to [weeten io fad a Theme, he aſltre; 
7 F them, 1t ſhall not be a HlarwActpia, God will noc 


» 8 makea final End now : No, a Remnant ſhall be 
4 } [cit, 5 the ſhaking of an Olive. tree, and as the 


' | cleaning Grapes, when the V, og is done. 
jj} Cap. xx1v. 13- Nor {hall they be onely pre- 
ſerv'd, but reſtor'd too ; The Lord God will in 


{e- 

w S tine wipe away ( Lacrymam ) every Tear fron: 
wp & © «lf Faces, and at laſt ſwallow up this Death 
\, & too 4» Viftory, Cap xxv. 8. Hell turn their 


1. Y Captivities, and rebuild their City, and their 


oa from the Dead, as the Apolile calls it, ſo-mira- 
_ calous a Reeſtabliſhment, at a ſunCure fo 1un- 


f, probable, when they,are deſtroyed ont of all 
& Ken of Recovery, that it ſhall be a kind of a 
I Returredtion 3 and lo like thegreat One, that 


. tis deſcribed in the very proper phraſes of that, Fzek.xxxvii, 
of } both by the other Prophets, and by Ours roo Pani. 
xr | > little below the Text, Thy Dead ſhall live , _ 


J «cam; My dead Bodies ſhall 4 Awake, and 
.. | fg, ye that dwell in the Duſt, Sc. And then, 
( which is of neereſt Concern to us, and to our 


preſent Buſineſs) the Prophet direfs the 


Temple too; and All this ſhall be as it were Life - 


Remnant. 


ROM. Xk 15, 


$——_—_ —_— 


LEX 1G NE4: "a 


/ 7-5-4 2 eg, 
Remnant, that ſhould elcapc, how to behave 


theml Gves under io great a Dclolation ; and 
he contrives his Directions into a threetold $9; 
( that they may be tae better remarkt, and Ba 
0-089 ) un d, and fitted to the thiee oreat 
Moments ot the Event. 

The firſt, ro the rime of the Ruine it {elf Cap, 
xxzv. where having ſet beforc their eyes the {ad 
prolſpe& of the holy City , and Hove of God in 
Flames; t/hen thus it ſhall be in the midſt of 
the Land, taith he,there ſhall be a Remnant, and 
they ſhall lift up their voyce, and ſing for the Me- 
jeſty of the Lord, ſaying, Glorifie ye the Lord in 
he Fires,ver.15. And this is 7777 VV a Song of 
Praiſe. 

The ſecond 1s MP2 VU a Song of Degrees 
or Aicentions, fitted ro the time of their Re- 
curn, when All ſhould be reſtor'd , and rebuilt 
again; and that we have Cap. xxwvii. 2. In that 
Dev fing ye unto ber ; A Vineyard of red Wine: 
T the Lord do keep it ; I will water it every m- 
ment , leſt any burt it, I will keep it night and 
clay. 

The t; virg C of which my Text 1s a princt- 
pat it rein) bclongs to the whole middle Inter- 
val Dc ove che Ruine , and the Reſtauration 
11 this xxvz. Cap. in that day ſhall this Song be 
ſung in the Land of Fudah , We have a ft ong 


City ; Salvation will God appoint for Walls, and 
Bulwarks. 
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The Law of Righteouſneſs. 


—— 
Gran IPEP Fr oeen——_—_ 


Bulwarks, &c. As 1 he had ſaid ; Though 
4 © our Cicy be ruin'd, yet Gods ſtill onr dw clling 
| nlace 5 our Forerelias dilmantied. and chrown 
> EB down, but Salvation will He appoint us for 


: Walls, and Bulwarks ; Our Temples in the 
Duſt, but God will be to us himlelt, as a little 
Sanfiuary. "And this 1s VO 7309 a Song'to give EZ65-X1.16, 


1 I loſiructton, reaching them, and in them us, how 
to'demean our felves, while the Calamity lies 
of | vpn 5: ſc. to make God our Refuge, ver. 4. 
1 | cowair for himin the Way of his Judgments , 

ver. 8. and 1n this 9g ver. earneltly to deſtre bin 
from the very foul in the Night. ( 1n the Darkeſt, 


and Blackeſt of the Affliction ; )) ta ſeek, bin 


J1 

early, when 1t begins to dawn towards a better 
. K condition : and 1n the mean time, as tis 1n the 
" 
». BW Text, to improve all this {evere Diſcipline , As 


1; © ieintends it, for the advancing us in the know- 
it © {ge of Him, and of our elves, and of our 
,. I vole Duty; For When thy Tudoments are in 
the Earth, the Inhabitants of the World will learn 
g Righteouſneſs. Feet '# 
A Text you lee, that ſuppoſeth Judgments 
i. © the Farth, or upon a Land ( as its Occaſi- 
-. Yon) and ſo ſutable to. our {ad Condition : a 
n I {ext too, that propoleth our Learning , as-4ts 
> YEnd, and Deſi 191, and ſo {utable ( one would 
think ) to our Inclination too. The Character, 
and Genizs of the Age, we live in, is Leartied: 


the 


— 
v 


” ——  — 


| 
' 
| 
| 
[ 
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LEXIGNEA: Or, 


2,Tim.11,6,7. 


the pretence at this day ſo high, and fo univer. 
Ja}, that He is No-body row , who harh nor ; 
new Syſteme of the World, a new Hypotheſis 
12 Nature, a new Model of Governnaenr, a new 
Scheme of God's Decrees, and the greateſt 
Depths im Theology. We are many of u; 
acute Philoſophers ( that muſt nor be dilputed 
1s ) moſt of usgrand Poltticks, and Stateſmen 
too; All of us ( without Exceprion ) deep 
121vines: — will needs be wiler, than our 
Neighbours, but however witer than our Tea- 
chers, and Governors, if not wiſer than God 
himſelf. A kind of Moral Rickets, that {wells 
and puffs up the Head, while the whole inner 
Man of the Heart waſts, and dwindles. For like 
the ſilly omen, Diſciples to rhe old Gnoſticks, 
while we are thus ever learning ( pretending to 
great Heights, and Profici-ncies ) we come never 
to the knowledge of the Truth ( the Truth,which 
z5 according unto Godlineſs; ) In fine, amongſt 
lo many Learners they are, but few, that learn 
Righteouſneſs : — And therefore God himlelf 
here opens us a School ; erefts a fevere Dil 
cipline in the Text ; brings torth his Ferulas, 
ar 4 his Rods, when nothing clte will ferve the 
F:rn. For he hath indeed foxr Schools, or 


rather four diſtin& Forms, and Clailes in the 
ſame great School of Rightcoutnels; the Jaſt 


only ( that of his judgments ) expres in the 
: Text, 


tcoL 


Thr Law of Rightedufueſs. 


Text, but the Reſt too luppos'd ar leaſt, Or 


covertly implied. 


For whether we look upon the later Clauſe 
of the propoſition. The Inhabitants of the World 


willlearn, — We find our ſelves there under 
1 double Formalitie' ; As Learners, and as In- 


habiters. 


As Learners firſt, and (0 rmdn'd with 


Faculties of Reaſon; Powers of a Soul capable 
of Learning, what 1s to be learned ; ſtampr, and 
woflcſt with firſt Principles, and common No- 
tions which deeply tearch'd, and duly wmprov'd, 
and culcivared, might teach us Much of Righ- 


[a., 


rcoulnels. 


And this is Schela Cordis in Domo 


interiorz, the School of the Heart, God's firſt 
School in the Iittle World within us. Second- 
ly, as Inhabitants of the great World, which 
3 God's School too, as well as his Temple, full 
of Doctrines and Inſtrnctions ; Schola Orbis, 
in which, He takes us forth continual Leſſons of 
Righteoutnels, — Seque ipſum zmcnleat, &» of- 


| jert, Ut bene cognoſcipoſsit 5 and thar both from 
the Natural. World', and frem the Political ; 
whether Schola Regni, or Schol# Ecclfie. Or 

it we return to the former Branch of the Tex, 
Jin thy FTudgments are in the Earth. This when 
| [bez are, luppoſeth another: time , - when they 
Are Not 1n the Earth; and that time 75 the time 
of love, (as the Prophet ſpeaks) the Seaſon of 
Mercy ; So that, Thirdly, here's Schola Miſeri- 

B - 


Fd . 
cordiarum, 


29 


LEX IGNE4: Or, 


COLE EE DA GOO  LEEIrnn 


I, 
Job xi. 12. 


3 


©01.111. 10. 
Epheſ.iv.24. 
2s 


cordiarum, the School of God's tender Merci 
inviting us, gently leading, and drawing us wijj 
the Cords of a Man, with the Bands of To . peat: 
And laſtly, when nothing elle will ſerve. here. thin 
Schola Fudiciorum, the School of God's ſever Þ the” 
Judgments driving us to Repentance, and con. £ſ God 
pelling us to comein and learn Righteouſne,, © jneft 
A proviſion (you ec) every way ſufficient, an Þ} but 
abundant for our Learning, were not we want- pro! 
ing to our ſelves. pre! 
But alas! we may run by the Text, andeaſi. Þ fo 1 
ly read 1n it thele three things, as ſo many very ſha 
Natural Deductions, and Emanations from j rt | up 
Firſt, our own Fenorance and Stupiditie : Born # Al 
like a wilde Aſſe's Colt, as Zophar ſpeaks; and |} of 
then to our Natural we add aftected Ignorance @ ge 
too : So that weare much to {eck, and tolearn, @W re 
Rightcouſnels ir muſt be taught us. Secondly, 
God's infinite , and inexprellible Grace and ſW m 
Mercy to us; "har when we had blurr'd the | d: 
Original, detac'd the firſt Traces of Righteoul-  b 
neſs upon our Souls, he was pleas d to provide 0 
Expedients to reach it us again the ſecond time, © F 
that we might be renewed unto Knowledge ifier b 
the Image of him, that created us in Righteouſ- 
| 


neſs, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks.. ' And Thirdly, 
Our indocible and unteachable Humor , our 
foul and ſhameful Non-profictency under lo 
plentiful a Grace. For though the Text indeed 
ſpeaks 


Tie Law of Rigteouſneſs. 


feaks of our learning Righteoulnels , when 
God's Judgments are upon us ; yet (if the Ap- 
pearances of the World abroad ſuggeſted no- 
thing to the contrary ) tis introduc'd here in 


| the Texttoo, as the Effect of the laſt Formin 
| God's School, in excluſion of all the former as 


-neffectual 3 his utmoſt Method not to be uled 
but ata pinch, when allthe reſt are baffled,and 
rove improſperous upon us: And then 'tis ex- 
preſt in the Original, and learned Verſtons with 
ſo many Limitations and Abatements ('as we 
ſhall ſee by, and by ) that we may well giveit 
up, asthe ſum and upſhot of All, That our 
All-merciful God omits no Means or Methods 
of our Improvement ; but we (ſupinely negli- 
rent, and prodigiouſly ſtubborn as we are) 
render them all ineffeQtual. 

That we may do ſo no longer, but rather 
make good the profeſſion, with which we have 
dar'd toappear this Day before God, of hum- 
bling our ſelves under his Almighty Hand ; Ler 
ns, before we paſs on any further, lift up our 
Hands and our Hearts to him in the Heavens, 
beſeeching him by the power of his mighty 
Grace fo toſanGitie to us All, both the Senſe of 
his preſent Judgment, and all our Meditations 
and Diſcourſes thereupon, that by All we may 
be promoted in learning Righteoulnels. 


B 2 The 


LEX-IGNEA: Or, © 


V. Lact ant. 
{ib.V. 


——_ 


He Inhabitants of the World will. lea, 
Righteouſneſs or Fuſtice : What's that? 
Is there {ſuch a Thing inthe World ? Or js it ; 
Name onely, and a glorious pretence ? Ts it no; 
onely another Word tor Intereſt,or Ucilitie, and 
{o nothing juſt, but what 1s profitable ; Carne 
des his intamous Aflertion retriv'd and own'd 
with open tace by Chriſtians ? Is it not the 
taking of a party, orthe eſpouſing of a Fation, 
and appearing for it with heat and animoſity ; 
and a favage condemning and deſtroying All 
that are not of it? Is1t not the Profeflion to be- 
lieve lucha Syfey: of Opinions, what Lifeſo- 
ever 1s conſequent thereupon ? an airy inviſible 
Righteouſneſs, that never embodies or appears 
in our Actions, but hovers in the Clouds, in 
{peculations and fancies, where no Man can 
finde it ? t 
The Truth 1s, there is no picce of Unrighte- 
ouſneſs more common in the World, than thus 
to weigh Juſtice 1ts {elf in an unjuſt balance; 


while every one contrives his Hypotheſzs {oasto 


talve the Phenomena, fo declares his Notion, as 
may beſt ſuit and comport with his own un- 
righteous practices. But the Righteouſneſs, we 
are tolearnin God's School, muſt not be a ſclt- 
cholen Righteouſneſs: We muſt not pay God, 
our Soyeraign, the Tribute of our Obedience 

in 


" Tye Law of RighteouTrneſs. 13 


OO noe EO o—_—_— 


BO Ce I OO Ie 


——_— 


M7 coy n of our own ſtamping ; It muſt be {uch as 
will abide the Touchſtone of his Word, and 


wn he Balance of his Sanctuary. To make ſhort, 

6. Rightcoulnels or Juſtice, though ellwhere a 

8 he Vertue, yet here ts virtually All : 

= — SunnBSln mo wer ', laid the Poct ; and Thog?. * 


the Philolopher aiter him, 'Ov vepOr apemns, aA Ethic. V.I- 
om EC e/im1 £97, not a part, but all Vertue : And 
hk. | {o oiten both in Scripture, and Fathers, compre- 

henſively all Religion, the whole Duty of Man. 
' 57 nor cnnrduipuor, faith S.Chryſoſtome : Onmes 77,,, 12. i» 
6 Virtutum ſpecies uno Tuſtitie nomine, faith S. Je- S. 2uth: 
zoe. Not a particular Scar, nora ſingle Con- 


[4 

. ſtellation, but a whole Heaven of V erttucs, an 

" entire Globe of Moral, and Chriſtian Perie&t- 
ons; an Umverlal ReGitude of the Will con- 

rs 

k forming us 1n all Points to God's Righteous 

n Law, the Rule of our Rightcovinels : Or it 


you will in two words, *os Suum cuique to give 
| every One his Due ; San Deo firſt, and then. 
Sit Proxims 3 Give God his Due, and yout 
Neighbor too : Thele are the integral parts of 
it. Soth at Righteouinels, as the great Rule of 
It, hath two Tables; or, if you will two Hemi- 
| ſpber es, the upper,and the nether : Both ſo vaſt, 

| FF that we cannot meaſure them in a Span ( the 
| Span of time allotted me; _) I ſhall theretore 
contract them to the Occai on, and give you 
onely ſome of thoſe particular Leſſons of Righ- 
trcouſnels. 


 LEX IGNE4: Or, © 


teouſneſs, which this prelent Judgement of God 
upon our Land ſeems moſt clearly to take us 
forth, both in relation to God himſelf, and to 
our Neighbours; and then call you, and my 
ſelf to a ſerious Scrutiny, how well we have 
learn'd them, and to an end. 

And firſt we begin (as we ought in giving 
God his dne ; in rendring to God the things 
that are Gods. To limit this wide Univerlality 
roo, and render it more proper, and peculiar, 
we may reduce all to that firſt of Eſa7's three 
Songs mention'd at the beginning, Glorifie ye 
_ CE. xxiv. ls. the Lord in the Fires; g1ving him upon this ſad 

Occaſion the Glory of that great Trinity of his 
Attributes; the Glory of his Power, and Maje- 
ſty ; the Glory of his Fuſtice and Equity ; the 
Glory of his Goodnels and Mercy. 
x. . GCivehim the Glory of his Power and Great- 
neſs; which the Prophet calls, ging for the 
Majeſty of the Lord, Cap. xxiv. 15. or beholding 
the Majefty of the Lord, when his hand is lifted 
up, in the verſe after my Text. How great and 
glorious our God 1s, who is1n himſelt incompre- 
henſible, appears beſt by the glorious greatnels 
of his Works. If he builds, it is a World, Hea- 
ven and Farth, andthe Fulneſs of both. It he 
gives, it is his onely Son out of his Boſom, the 
Brightneſs of his Glory, and the exprels Image 


of his perſon. If he rewards, 'tis a Crown, 'tisa 
whole 


d 
$ 
0 
/ 
c 


The Law of Righteouſneſs, 


whole Heaven of Glories. If he be angry, he 
ſendsa Deluge ; opens the Cataracts of Heaven 
above, and breaks up the Fountains of the 
reat Deep below, and pours torth whole 
Flouds of Vengeance : Ore<llc he rains down Sa/vi9s. 
Hell out of Heaven, and in a moment turns a 
land like the Garden of God into a dead Sea, 
and a lake of Brinſtone. It he dilcover himſelt 
by any overt expreflion of his Power, though 
the Intention be meer Mercy and loving Kind- 
neſs, Mortality ſhrinks from it, and cannot bear 
it. When his Glory deicends on Mount Sina;, 
the people remove, and ſtand afar oft, and Let 
not God ſpeak with us ( lay they ) left we dic : FX. xx. 18, 
and Depart from me, O Lord, faith S. Peter, Pay ” 
amaz'd at that miraculous draught Oi * Fiſke» : 
How much more ſhould the Inhabitancs of the 
World tremble betore him, when his great and 
fre Judgements are inthe Earth : Tremble thou Pt. cav.7,8. 
Earth, the preſence of God ( laith the Plalmiſt ) 
even when he improves the hard Rock into a2 
ſpringing Well : Mach more, when @ fruitful px. cyji. 34 
land he turns into barrenncſs, or a ſtately City 
into Alhes, for the wickedneſs of them that dwell 
therein. Tam hor ribly afraid, fauh David, for Pf. cxix. 53: 
the _ that forſake thy Law ; and 1 exceed- TREE 
1ngly fear, and quake, laid Moſes, at the giving * ; 
of 1t: But when our Lord ſhall come again to 
require it, the Powers of Heaven fhall be ſhaken , | 


too ; 


_— XX1V; 


LEX IG NE 4: = 


Flom. 77. 
12 Matth, 


Sretg., '£ V. 


1.51. 
Dan. v. 0. 


Pf. xlyi. 8. 


r00 3 the Angcls themſelves (as S. Chr: vſoftom 


Incerpr cts ) though purc, and innocent Crea. 


tures ſhall tremble (Ooizem) to leethe ſeverity of 


that Judgement. How much rather ought we 
wretched Creatures that we are, conlcious to 
our {elves of Dult, and Sin, to tremble, and 
quake at the Wrath of this dread Lord of thc 
Univerſe ; at who's Voice alone, the great 
Emperour Caligi/z runs under the Bed, and the 
mighty Bel- ſhaz%ar's loins are looled, and his 
knees knock one againſt anorher, when God 
but writes bitrer things againſt him on the 
Wall. 

It werea vain AﬀeGation, to attempt a De- 
icription of the greatnels of our Jate horrible 
Dewaſtation. This were to be Ambitioſns in 
Malis, to chew over all owr Wormwood, and 
our Gall again: This were Rog1m aſcia polire, 
which the xi. TABLES forbad, to carve and 
paint the wood of our funeral pile. I ſhall one- 
ly call back your thoughts, to ſtand with me 
upon the proſpect of that horrid 'Theatre of the 
drvine ſudgements, £.nd fay, Come hither, and 
behold the Works of the Lord, what Deſolation 
be hath made in the Earth : ad then who will 
not joyn with me to lay upon {o convincing an 
occaſion; We humble our ſelves' under the 
Almighty hand of God, tke Lord of all the 
World ; We adore his power and Majeſty 1n 


lowly 
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lowiy proſtrations 3 before whom all the Na- 
tons of the World are as: a Drop of the Bucket , 1fai. xl. 15. 
the Globe of the Earth as the ſmall Duſt of the 
Balance, and who taketh up the Ifles (even our - 


| Great Britains too, as we callthem)) asa very 


little thing. Great þedts marvellous are thy Works, 
0 Lord God Almighty ! Who would not fear thee, 


| and glor ife thy Name, when thy Tudgments are - 


thus manifeſt ? Thou haſt brought them down 
that dwell on high, and laid the lofty City low, 
even to the Ground; the Foyozs City of our 
Solemnities, the Royal Chamber, the Emporinn 
of the World, the Mart of Nations, the very 
Top Gallant of all our Glory in the Duſt. Even 
ſo holy Father,for ſo it ſeemed good in thy ſight. We Matth.xi.26: 
hy not to our God , What do'ſt thou * Where- 
fire hath the Lord F 8 thus to this great City ? 


| We reply not, We an{wer not again : The Lord 


hath ſpoken ; Let all the Earth keep I lence before 

him. Weacknowledge thy hand in it, O our 

God ; we ſubmit -to thy good pleaſure ; in it 5 

we wait for thy Comtort,and thy Salvation in it. 

We meckly kiſs the Rod that ſirikes us: With 

dying Facob we deſire to worſhip 6+ (9 anegy 7 Hebraiel 
is, with perie& Retignation as weare able, 

leaning, and repoſing upon the top of this thy 

levere Rod, For ſhall we reccive Good at the Job ii.r2 
hand of our God , .and ſhall we not recerve Ewil 

Tis the ſame Bleſled Hand that diſtributes and 

C ſtrikes; 


— 


LEX IG NEM: Or, © 


i Pſ.cxix.137, 


Pſ,XXXV1, 6, 


Pf, Xcy11. 2. 


= — 


ſtrikes ; and with equal Reverence and AﬀeRj. 


on we adorc it, whether He opens it wide in 
Bounty, or contraGs it clole in Severity : The 
One the divine Rhetorick to perſwade us to 
leara Righteouſneſs ; the Other his more ure- 
tragable Logick to convince and conſtrain us, 
And theretore We charge not our Make 
tooliſhly ; but meekly accept the puniſhment of 
our Iniquity. And having thus ador'd his power 
(which was the Firſt) we go on in the next 
place to acknowledge his Juſtice too ; ſaying 
with holy DAVID, Righteous art thou, 0 
Lord, and juſt are thy Fudgments : The ſecond 
part of God's Due, 

Give him the Glory of: his Faſtice alſo; and 
it you learn no other Righteouſneſs in his 
Schoo], at leaſt learn His, and tranckly confeſs 
it too. Forthough God's Judgments may be 
ſecret, yet they cannot be unjaſt : Like the 
great Deep indeed, an Abyſſuntfathomable ; But 
though we have no Plumb-line of Realon, that 
can reach it, our Faith aſſures us, there's Juſtice 
at the Bottom. Clouds and Darkneſs are round 
about 1m, faith the Pſalmiſt ; bur, asit follows, 
Rigntcouſneſs and Tudgment are the Habitation of 
3s Throne : So much we may eaſily diſcern 
through all the Veils and Curtains that invelop 
un, that Juſtice ſtands always faſt by his | :dg- 
ment-icat, And therefore though it be a nice, 


ang 
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GO eT 


anda delicate point to aſſign the particular fins, 


for which God hath thus ſorely afflicted us ; yer 


, muſt we declare (as weare warranted by ſacred 
Authority) That God hath laid this heavy Judg- The Kings * 
\ © ment upon xs All, as an Evidence of his Diſplea= Declaravon) 
® ſare for our SINS 71 general. 

of Not to engage in that Common Theme; we 

24 may clear it a little by the Light of our own 

* Fires, (the particular Inſtrument of our Cala- 


| mity) 1n two or three Reflefions upon thart. 
s God {pake his righteous Law at firſt out of the 

midſt of the Fire, Exod. xix. 18. And he ſhall 
appear from Heaven again in flaming Fire, 2 Theſ, i, 8: 
taking Vengeance on them that obey it not, 


a. © 


: faith the Apoſtle. Now as the Prophet Amos 

: argues from another circumſtance of Terror , 

. wherewith the Law was given , the ſound of 

k the Trumpet (the firſt Trumpet certainly, we 

: everread of in any Record in the World, as 

: the laſt Trumpet (the Apoſtle tells us) ſhall be x cor. xv; 
that of the Arch-angel to ſummon us to account 52- 

| jor it) Shall a Trumpet be blown (and fo ſayT, amosiii.6t 


ſhall a Fire be kindled) z2 the City (nay, a 

; whole City become but one great Fire) and the 

Y 7-ople 207 be afraid, We not reflect upon our 

own Guiltinels before God, who came at firſt 

with a Fiery. Law in his right hand to teach us Deue. xxxiti, 
our Duty, and ſhall come again at laſt with *: 


fiery Indignation at his left, to dewonr all thoſe Hebr. x. 27: 
C 2 | that 


_— _——— 


LEX IGNE4: Or, © 


that perform itnot? Again, Fireand Water 

are the two great Inſtruments of God's double 
Vengeance upon the World of the Ungodly: 

The One long fince paſt recorded for our [n- 
ſtruction; the Other yet to come, the Matter 

(it ought to be, I am ſure ) of our continual 

2 Pet.iii.6,7. Terror. The World, that then was, periſhed; 
Water (faith S. Peter) and the World, that is 

now, 1s reſerv'd unto Fire : In the mean time, 

Fire and Water , things of commoneſt Uſz 

with us, are allo the ſtanding Metaphors al- 

| moſt in every Verle of Scripture, to exprel; 
| God's Judgments of all forts : Is it not on pur: 
| | ole to reminde us, when ever we hear the 
| 8} or make uſe of the things, or feel the 
ſmart of either, to reflect upon the hcavy 
Wrath of God againſt Sin 1n his {o ſolemn ex- 
preſſions of it * Once more ; Fire 1s the Tyrant 
1n Nature, the King of the Elements, the migh- 

_ ty Nimrod in the Material World. God hath 
given us this Active Creature for our Servant, 
and we degrade him to the meaneſt Offices, to 
the Drudgery of the Kitchin , and the labor of 
the Furnace. But God can infranchize him, 
when he pleaſe, and let him looſe upon us ; and 
iorour Sins,of an uſeful ſervant, make him to us 
a rigorous, and a Tyrannical Maſter. You ſaw 
him the other Day , when he eſcap'd from all 
your Reſtraints, mockt all your Reſiſtance, 
ſcorn'd 


- — — — —  — —_ 
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nm 
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ord the Limits, you would have ſet him : 
Wing'd with our Guile, he flew triumphant 
over our proudeſt Heights, waving his curÞ'd 


\& 7 ; 
In. Head, ſeeming to repeat us that Leſſon which 
ter holy S. Auſtin taught ns long {ince, That the in- 
i © firior Creatures ſerve 1s Men, onely that we may 


rye hint. who made both us and them too, It 

by » Þ 6 Jem too 

we rebel againſt Heaven, Suvexncagurou o KoguO., 

faith the Wiſeman ; the World ſhall riſe in Arms Wiſl. v. 25; 
"i upon 15 , and fight with Him againſt the Un- 

Fl wiſe. Even the holy Fires of the Altar too. 

though kindled trom Heaven on purpole to 


. propitiate an angry Deity, prov d often through 
@ Mat? provocations the Inſtruments of his Fury; 
- the Mercy-ſeat became the Arſenal of Venge- 
y ance, and from the preſence of God himſelf 


went forth thoſe Flames that devour'd his Ad- 
! rerfaries : And all to tcach us this Leſſon , 
That *cis Sin puts the Thunder into Gods Hand, 
and turns Flames of Love into a conſuming 
Fire. | 

And therefore dream no longer of Grana- 
do's or Fire-Balls, or the reſt of thoſe witty 
Milcheits; ſearch no more for Bontefrens or 1n- 
cendiaries, Dutch or French : The Dutch In- 
temperance, and the French Pride and Vanity, 
and the reſt of their Sins, we are ſo fond off, 
are infinitely more dangerous to us, than the 


Enmity of either Nation ; for theſe make God 
Our 


 LEXIGNE4: Or, © 


Y 


Dan Cd. 7» 


Ye Eno, 


our Enemy too. Orit you'l needs finde on 
the Incendiary, look not abroad ; Intus heſti 
intus periculum, (aich St. Ferome. Turn your 
Eyes inward into your own Boſloms ; there 
Jurks the great Make-bate, the grand Boutefiey 
between Heaven and us. Trouble not your 
ielves with Planetary Af, pects, or great C onmundh- 
975; but for your own Oppolitions direct and 
Driametral ro God, and his Holy Law. Fey 
not che Signs of Heaven, but the Sins on Farth, 
which have made a Separation between you, 
and your God. *Tis injurious to the {weet In- 
fluences of the Stars, to charge them with ſuch 
dire Effects, as Wars, and Peſtilences,and Con- 


flagrations : Divine Fuſtitiz opera hec , ſunt | 


(faith the Father) @&» humane injuftitie. Theſe 
are the products of God's Righrteouſuels upon 
our Unrighteoutneſls. Wheretore glorihe we 
God in thcle our Fires, faying with the Pro- 
phet, Righteouſneſs belongs to thee, O Lord, but 


unto us confuſion of Faces,as it is this day, becauſe 


of our manifold Treſpaſſes that we have treſpaſſed 
againſt thee. 

It yet it be expected I ſhould be more par- 
ticular, im aligning the very Sins that have occa- 
fion'd this heavy Judgment, 'rs a flippery place, 
and hard to keep firm footing int. The my- 
ſterions Text of God's holy Providence (35 I 
!3;d before) is dark and obſcure 3 and fo _ 

the 


—ThcLaw df Rightcouineſs. 


icrz, (for though there be noinfallible Judge of 
heSenſe of it, yet all Fingers itch to be do- 
ng :) their Conjectures lo various, and full of 


-ontradiction , fo tinted and debaucht with 
private prejudice, that they do but op", 


wreſt it anskiltully, as they do the other holy 
Text, Convertunt in mentem ſnam (as the A- 
thiopick rurns that place in S. Peter) torture, 
and torment it, till it confels their own Scnle. 
As tor the many ſpiteful, and unrighteous Gloſſes 
upon the ſad Text of our preſent Calamity, 
(on which every Faction amongſt us hath a Re- 
zelation, hath an Interpretation ; ) T will not 


mention, much les imitate them. Fuſtus Ac- Prov. xvii, 


mſator ſur, ſaith the Wiſeman. *Tis a righteous *** 
thing ior every Man to ſuſpect himlelt, to look 
firſt inco the plague of his own heart, and to 
be ready to lay with the Dilctples, Maſter, Is it 
wiz We are All overapt to charge one an- 
dther fooliſhly enough ; to take S. Peter's coun- 
le], i24ws Cot, to be kinde and favorable to our 
{clves in our Intrepretations and Cenſures ; but 
God, methinks, at preſent ſeems to accule us 


All. 


Whena Judgment is particular and reacherh 


Evita few, we have a ſavage promptneſs in con- 
$icmning the ſufferers, with, This is God's juſt 
J dgment for ſuch a thing, which we, it ſeems, 


like 


ne a 


-he more, becaule there are {o many Interpre- 


—E——=—rc2 Amt a oo ————— oo 


Cap.xx1v. 2. 


Cap. ix. 32, 
336 


now an univerſal ſtroke that comes homet» 
every Man : So that 'tis as our Prophet ſtates it 
in the beginning of this Sermon, As with th; 
Prince and the Prieſt ( for 117 1s both) ſo with 
the people, as with the Maſter, and the Miireſi, 
ſo with the Servant, as with the Buyer, and th: 
Borrower , ſo withthe Seller, and the Lender. In 
fine, He 1s no Engliſhman that feels not thi 
Blow: And therctore as the Judgment is Uni- 
verſal, letus give glory to God, and confels, 
that the Sin 1s {o too, ſaying with the good Ne- 
hemiah , Thou art juſt, O God, in All thatis 
brought upon 1s ; on our King, and on our Prin- 
ces; onour Priefts, and on our Prophets ; on our 
Fathers, and on all thy People : For thou haf 
done Right, but we have All done Wickedly. Gol 
give us Grace to take every one the ſhame thit 
belongs properly to himſelf, and to joyn heart: 


ly together in a full Chorus at the laſt, repeating 


that excellent Exomologeſis of holy David, with 
which I began this point, and ſhall now con- 
clude it, Righteous art thou, O Lord, and jif 


are 


oth, 


own 
tis 
It 9 
lves, 

To 
nt 1s 
Ie to 
es it 
? the 
with 
oo, 
1 the 
, I 
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tels, 
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we thy Janes Bur! there 1s another » yet 
whinde— - 
Laſtly, Give God che Glor y of bis Mer- ” 


y.t0O 3 that muſt 1n no wiſe be forgotten. 5. Ambroſe, 
Tis the priviledge . and prerogative of Mercy, On 
hat it mixeth it{elf in all-God's Works ; even operibus (u- 
n Juſtice 1t ſelf too. He ſendeth forth Lipht- age ar 
wings with the Rain ( faith the Pſalmiſt) be f 
bringeth the Winds ont of his Treaſurie#- Str ange Pf. CXXKV. 7+ 
furniture, - one would think for a Freaſury'; 
Srorms, cad Tempeſts |! But there 1s (o very 
nuch of Mercy even in God's Judgments too, 
that they alſodeferve a place _—__ his Trea- 
ures, ay and amongſt ours too.” For he li- 
ehſcth not a Wind, 'or a'Storm;, lets not flie 

2 flaſh of Lightning , ora Ball of Fice, : but a 
Mercy goes along: with it 3 comes flymg tous 
(fwe mils it not by our Negligence or Inad- 
Fertency ) upon the Wings of that Wind ; ane 
covers 1t {elf to us even by the Light of thoſe 
Fires And therefore turn notaway your eyes 
n Horror, but ſtudy the late C onflagration : And: 
even in the Duſt and Aſhes of our City, if we 
hit and examine them well, we may finde rich 
Treaſures of Mercy hidden. 

Merey firſt; "That God ſpar'd us, and Pre 1. 
erv'd us fo long. For without his Divine Manu- 
enency, our frrongeſt Fabricks had falnimme- 
lately upon.their. very Builders. He, that made 

| D all 


LEX IGNEA: Or, 
all things at firſt, by preſerving makes then 


ſtill ; new makes them every Moment; and 
[ for his Will's ſake alone they were, and arc 
created. He carries Nature always in hisBo- 
| ? ſom, foſtering and cheriſhing her ; and that no 


bears the Impreſles of his infinite Wiſdom a 
Power; but as we have transform'd and di. 


{| and ſhackeld by 'out filly Artifices: Even the 
if World of Fancy too, the poor Attempts and 
{ Bunglings of Art, . our Houles of Dirt and 
Clay (which we call.Palaces, and fo pleaſe our 
ſelves in ) would quickly fall aſunder, and 
moulder all into-the Duſt they confiſt off, 'd6 
nd not an Almighty Hand uphold them. It he 
| keep not the Houſe and the. City, 1n vain the 


the Centinel ſands perdi. And therefore give 
we him. the glory of this Mercy, ſaying, Thanks 
be tothe Lord, wha ſolong ſhew'd us marvellous 
Pf. xxxi, 23. great Kindneſs, 1 lay not with the Pſalm, ms 
ftrong City, (though the ſtrongeſt without Him 


ill in the Meannels of the Materials, the Oldneis 
of tlie Buildings , . the ſtreightneſs of ſome 


Accident: that. it. maſt needs have been 


(ince 


— om A CIT" 


onely, as ſhe came out of his own hand, ant if 


guis'd her by our petty skill ; as ſhe is ferterd 


Builder builds, and the Watchman wakes, anc || 


3s weakneſs) but in a very weak,One : ACity 


Streets, the all Scituation of others, and many | 
like Inconveniences, fo expos'd to. this diſmal * 


long | 


_— 
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Face in Aſhes, had not his miraculous Mercy 
"ik reſery'd It, who, ſolongas He pleaſeth (and 
Bo. M chat is juſt ſo long as we pleale Him ) continues 
he Fire to us uſeful and fate, {erviceable, and 
ans yer 10pocent > with as much eaſe, as he Jays 
it aſleep, and quier in the Bolom of a 


_— — 


Eo. I Flint: | | 
| Mercy agaln, That he afflicts.us atall ; that 2. 


ter'd 
- weare yet in [us School ; that he hath not quite 
- and} given us OVer, and turn'd us out as unteachable 
gd] ind incorrigible. Felzx, cn: Deus dignatur ira- 
our f/f ſaith Tertullian, in Davids Language, Bleſs- Pl. xdv. 123 
and ed is the Man whom thou chaſteneſt, O Lord, and 
did reacheſt bim in thy Law ; ſend'ſt him thy Judg- 
if he © ments, and learn'ſt him thy Righteoulneſs. But 41 ,,4a 45 
\the il '2 ſin, and not be puniſh, is the foreſt puniſh- _— oy: 
and | ment of all, faith S. Chryſoftome. Dimiſit eos ſe- voratedg. © 
vive adam deſraeria Cordis, He ſuffer d them to 
Ml walk after their own Heart s Luſts, that's a ED 
$ . Pſ.lxxx1. 13. 
hy, | dreadful portion : Let them alone, Why ſhould 16ri.i. 5 , 
i, @ they be ſtricken any more ? that's the proſperity Es 
tim © *f Fools that deſtroys them, as Solomon ; or as : 
iry David phraſeth it; This is for God to rain Smares Þf. xi.6. 
of. upon the ungodly: A horrible Tempeſt indeed! 
ne © as he there calls it, and worle then the Fire and 
ny | Brinſtone1n the ſame Verle. 
ni} Mercy too, That heafflictsus himfelt, keeps 3: 


us ſtill under his own Diſcipline , and hath rot 
yct grven us over unto the Will of onr Adwer- Pf.xxviie 14; 


D 2 ſaries. 


LEX IGN E4: Or, © 


Pf, cxli. 5, 


2 Sam. xxiv. 
14. 


Gen. XV11}, 
27. 


aries. The hand of an Enemy poylons the | ord 
Wound : His Malice or his Inlolence doubles ata 


and trebles the Vexation. The Malignity of Y bri 
the Inſtrament may 1nvenim a Scratch into » Y toc 
Gangrene. But the Bleſled Hand of God, even Y th: 
when it ſirikes,, drops Balſom. His very bis 
Rods are bound up in filk, and ſoftneſs, and Cit 
dipt before hand in Balm: He wounds, that he | ye 


may heal, and in wounding heals : Una, «- kn 
demque Manns Vulnus, opemqgue—. And there. cul 
fore may wenever be beaten by the hand of a ze] 

_ crue], and inſulting Slave : But /et our Righte- \W 
0u5 Lord himlelt ſmite us, and it ſhall be a Kind- He 
neſs; let him corre& us, and it ſhall be an excellent thi 
Oyl, O let 725 ſill fall into the Hands of God eſt 
(for great are his Mercies ) but let us not fall into mM 
the hands of Men. |. C 
Mercy laſtly inthe Degree of the Afiction; Ry 

| That he hath puniſht us lels chan our Intquitcs dc 
delerve; afflicted us in Meaſure ; corrected us [1 
in Judgment, not inhis Fury, for then we had n 
been utterly brought to Nothing : That \We nd 
have had our Lives for a prey, and areas[o | 
many Fire-brands pluckt out of the Burmng. ot 
And therefore, Why ſhould a living Man com- el 
plain ? Say we rather: as Abraham did in the la 


caſe of Sodom, when he had that korrible ſcene 
of Vengeance now in his Eye, We are but Duſt 


and Aſbes : Not onely Duſt in the courle of 
| ordigar 
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ordinary Frailty, but Aſhes too- in the Merit of =: 
a far ſharper Doom ; deſerve, that God ſhould 


bf Y bring us to Duſt, nay, even turn us to Aſhes 
q t00, as Our Houles It is of the Lord's Mercies, x, ii 22; 
n that Weourlelves alſo are not conſumed, becauſe 
y bis Compaſſe 7015 fail not , that any part of our 
d City is ſti]] remaining 3 that God hath left us 
ce | ycta holy place to aflemble ; in, ſolemnly to ac- 
2 knowledge (as we do this Day) his moſt mira- 
% culous Mercy: That when all our Wit was puz- 
a zeld, and all our Induſtry tid out ; when the 
Wind was at the Higheſt, and the Fire at the 
. Hotteſt, and all our Hopcs wcre now giving up 
the ghoſt, Then He, whole ſeaſon 15 our great- 
eſt extremity : -. He; whoſtayeth his rough Wind Cap.xxvii.s. 


inthe Day of the Eaft- wind, as "tis 1n the next 
Chaprer ; He, who alone ſets Bounds to the 
Rage of the Waters, reſtrain'd allo on the tud- 
den, the Fury of. this other mercilels and un- 
ly Element, by the Interpolition of his Al- 
mighty Hucuſque , Hitherto ſhalt chou go, and 
noturther. Ay this deſerves indeed to be the 
Matter of a Song : Joy in the Lord upon {0 
great an Occaſion, upon ſo noble an Expert- 
ence, fits not unhandſome on the Browe of ſo 
lad a Day as this is. It ſhall be ſaid inthat Day, Cap.xzv. 5; 
{ach our Prophet, (and let us All ſay it; lay it 
with Triumph, and Jubilee too, ) Lo, this is our 


God, we have waited for him, and He hath ſaved 
15; 
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LEX Io NE4: Or, 


Amosy. 24. 


ns This is the Lord, we will beglad, a re 
Joyce in his Salvation: ——The third, and laſt 
part (we ſhall mention) of God's Due, the 
Glory of his Mercy. 


And now having this clear d and ſecur'd ar 
Fountain of Righreoutnels, in the Dilcharge 0 
{ome part of our Duty to God (where _ 
ly it muſt begin;) it remains, Ut ducatur Ki- 
ons Tiſtitie de fonte Pretatis , as S. Gregory 
{peaks: Ir muſt not be a Fountain feal'd,or ſhut 
up within its felt ; C Religion 15 not, as {oine 
would have it, a Swperſedeas to Common 
Honeſty ; the performing our Duty towards 
God, no Dilcharge of our Duty to Man :) In 
the next place 1t ſhould run down like a River, 
in mi2hty Streams of Righteoutnels to all oo 
Neighbors round about us ; ths other great 
Branch, the ſecond Table, or (11: you will) the 
other Hemiſphere in this great Globe of Righ- 
teouinels. And here, Erce nowas Hyadas, a- 
liumque Oriona —. So many new Aſterilms 
and Conſtellations of Vertues appear, that the 
time will not give leave to number them, or call 
them all by their pony lh I can onely couch 
lightly the greater Circ] {ome of the more 
comprehenſive Lines = "Meaſures of them 11 
thele tew Generals, and lo pals on. 
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"Tha Righteoultcs Indefinitely Firſt, and lo x. 
ULiverlally. So that twill not be {t:flictent to 

:ake forth ſome part ot 1t in God's School, a 

line or two, 1t may be, of our great Leflon, 
and negle& the Reſt 3 to ſtudy fome one 
Page or Paragraph, and tear all the Book be- 
ſides; to break the Tables ( to farr worle 
Efe&, than Moſes did and content our ſelves 
with {ome forry Fragment : No, What ever 
gOCs under the common ſtile of Univerlal 
Juſtice 3 Whatever falls within the Jarge Bo- 
{om of that comprehenſive Epitome, into which ! 
our Lord himſelf abridg'd the Law and the 

Prophcts, Al things whatſoever ye would, that Matth-vi.1.:, 

Men ſhould do to you, do ye.ewen ſo to them; 

Whatever comes within compals of that N-&& _ 

Berhxos as S. James call it, the Royal Law (the 19115 

latter pait of the holy Juſtitutes, the other 

tome of the Chriſtian Pandefs, the ſecond great 

Commandment like the friſt., as our Saviour 

ſtyles it ) Thou ſhalt lowe thy Neighbour as thy Mauh. xi. 

ſelf; Evenall the Officesand Inſtances of Du- 38.39 

ty between Man and Man ; ( Keverence 

and Obedience to our Superiors, Courtelie and 

Humanity to our Equals ; Kindnels and Con- | 
deſcenſion to our Infertors ; Gratitude and | | 
ThanktuJneſs ro our Benefactors; Juſtice and | 
Upright-dealing towards All 3 Trath in our: 
Words, and. Faithfulgeſs in onr Truſts, an 
Con: 


4.4 9* 


MM —_—_— — 
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Pf. cxix. 96. 


LEX IGNEA4: Or, 


P—— — 


en OR 


Conſtancy to our Promiles, and Candor, ang 
Sincerity, and Honeſty all our Actions : And 
yet further and higher, (for 'tis a Righteouſ. 
nels improv'd, and heightned, or at leaſt inter. 
preted by our Lord into Love, and fo obj; geth 
us beyond the ſtrict Meaſares of Common 
Juſtice, and not onely renders, what is legally 
due, but gives and forgives beyond ; 5) F- 
quity and Moderation to thole, thatare any way 


obnox1ous to us ; Mildnels and Gentlenel; to - 


thote, that have any way offended us ; SYmpa- 
thie and Compaſlion towards them that tuffer 
Mercy and Bounty to them that need ; Good- 
neſs, and Pcaccablenels, and Charity to all the 
World: ) Thele are all parts of this great Leſſon, 
and whatever cl{e may help to denominate u: 
The Righteous Nation that keepeth the Truth (as 
tis In bhe ſecond Verle of this Chapter) or the 
City, in which dwells Righteouſneſs. 

But then as 'tis Rightcoulnels indefinitely, 
(the Commandment exceeding broad, as D.rvid 
ipeaks, wide in the Extenſion ; "* 151t allo as 
Deep in'the Intenſion, ) 'tis Rjghtcoulnel; [- 
ternally and $ prritually too; as being a Righte- 
ouinels taught us by God's, and not by Mans 
Judgments onely, and conſequently muſt have 
an Effect proportionable: "Tis when TLy Judg- 
ments are i the Earth, Men will learn — As 
the Jews , while thats fear towards God was 
taught 
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ranclt the? by the Precepts of hen, drew near 10 
him, and honored him w th their Mouth onely, 
but remow d their He. Hs far away from bim, [/ai. 

KXIX. 12 © Upon the lame Ground, our Righte- 
ouincts go” never exceed the R johteo! {nels of 
ecribes, and Phariſees Hypocrites, muſt needs 
prove Notle, and Appearance onely, 2 mecr 
and a vain Semblance, 11 welcarnit in nohigher 
School than Mans, ad] it forth trom the X II 
Tables onely, not from the Two, and have no 
other Tutor in it than Solon, or Lycargus, or 
Tuſtinian. For the Derivation can return no 
ligher than the Fountain-Head ; and what 13 
aught us onely by the Statutes of Omri, or at 
Ceſar's adgment-ſeat, will never come up to 
what the per ref Law of God requires. While 
we are under this lower, and external Diſcipline 
onely, 14 we can but ckulk. and ſhift, and play 
leaſt 4 {ight, and leem to be Righteous, though 
we arc not 6 ; Recii in Curia, though not up- 

right in Heart : Or, 1t we be diſcovered and 
mpicaded too, if we can, whether by Power 
or 3229s break throv gh the venerable Cob- 
web, and run under the miſerable ſhelter of a 

Temporal Indemnity at theie Jower Bars : 
Why, All is well ; with Solomon's Wanton we 

wipe our Mouths, and arc ſuddenly very Vrr- 
g1Ns again, not onely late, but innocent too. 


but though Humane Laws cxa@t one| y outward 
Com- 


33 


Proy.X£x.29 


po—_— —— 


LEX IGNE4: Or, © 
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Complinccs, aflume not to themlelves to judge py 
the Heart, becauſe rhey cannot diſcern it, nor a 
take Cognrzance ot {ecret Thoughts and Pur- alot 


poles, Iurther than they are declar'd by overt 
Acts: Yet Gad 1sa Spirit, and a Dilcerner of Af 
the 1nmoſt Thoughts and Intentions ; and his 


no . Ah To: 
Law Spiritual too, and given to the Spirit ; and o 
Fo ol » ba 0I 
the Righteouſnels taught in his School, is not a cep 
Carcaſe, or an Outtide onely, buta living Soul, by 


and a Spirit of Righteouineſs: And by conſe- 4g 
quence it ſtays not1n the outward Act (the pro- 


per Objet of Humane Laws and Proviſions;) - 
reſtrains not onely open violences ({uch as the Ds 
Judgment-ſeat of Man condemns, and the Scaf- 
told, or the Gibbet take notice off;) not onely "A 
{mooths and poliſheth the ourward Garb, to BE 
render that plauſible in the eyes of the World: _ 
Bur goes yet further and deeper, even to the _ 
Heart ; compoleth the whole Inner-Man too, oh 
and labors to approve that to the Righteous he 
Judge, who ſees not as Man ſees; and in fine, Þ .. 
calls us up tothat glorious height of the Primt- _ 
tive Chriftians in Juſt Martyr, who obcyd lea 
indeed the Municipal Laws of their Countrey, RE 
bur out-l1v'd them too, and ſurmounted them 5 
far b To.s iÞ\tors Bios vinwoTEs TY rob, as he {peaks ) Ir 
they contented not themſelves with fo ſcant nd 


Meaſures, but flew a higher and a nobler pitch, 
aming ata more rehin'd and perfect Righteoul- 
nels, 


ung, 
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neſs, the worthy Effect of Gods Judgments, 
and not of Mans onely ; taught 1n his School 
alone, and not at our Tribunals. And then 
Laſtly, 'Tis Righteouſneſs . Poſetively and 
Affirmatively too. For though the Decalogue 
is almoſt all over Negative in the Stile and Form 
of it ; yet, our Lord, by reducing all the Pre- 
cepts of it to one Affirmative (Lowe, and allo 
by his Affirmative Gloſles or Additions to it in 
his Sermon on the Mount, ſeems to have autho- 
riſed the Rule of their Expoſition, recerv'd 
cencrally by Chriſtian Divines, That the Nega- 
tive ſtill infers the Affirmative, and that there 
aremany Teas conceal'd in the Boſom of every 
luch No. So that however 'tisindeed a part of 
our Duty, Not to Murther, and not to Slander, 
and not to Covet, andthe like, (an Obligation 
conſequent upon God's prohibition ; and he 
takes it well, when for his ſake we abſtain from 
the Evil, we are inclin'd or ſtrongly ſolicited to, 
and {o accepts graciouſly our very Nothing , , as I 
may caJl it, our not doing amils ; thus giving us 
leave toinclole, as it were, a part of our Waſte, 
and toraiſe ſome Revenue upon it :) Yet this 
is {0 much ſhort of the Height of the Leſion we 
are to learn 1n God's School, that 'tis onely the 
unlearning ſomething thatmight obſtruct ir ; {0 
lar from making us truly Righteozes, tharit can 
onely ſtile us Innocent , and fet us Extra witia 
E 2 rathcr 


Ce een, 
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cather than Iorrs viremeat. Wo mult notthen |} 00 
content our ſclves with a Negative Righteoul. or 4M 
ncls; nor confine, and limit ic within the {orry Abu 
Luc.x%111.17. Bounds of a Pharil aical Boaiſ : That we FR [cnt 
not , as other Men are Extortioners or T juſt ied 
In fone Calcs = 15 unjuſt too, that gives no | 
his own, as well as he that rakes away whati MN '” : 
anothers : In the Sacred Diale&, Alms-deed: And 
are juſtice too 3; even Acts of Mercy, and | ® t 
Bounty to thole that need chem, ſtrict Jurj js, 2 but 
part of our Righteoulnels ſometimes lo adi then 
penſable, as not to be omitted without Sin. © "*** 
And therefore glorihe thy lelf no longer, tha | 
thou do'it Harm to no Man : Ch: 
——Cium dicis finltum, qui donat Amico, CON 
Our paipe FETCH. lewat, aitollitque pr OpINqui, vil, 
Et ſpoliare doces —— could the- Heathen lom 
Poetiay. He robs his Neighbor, that relieves 
him not : He ipoil= his F riend , that 10 (ome | 
Cates doth nor tupply him. And though 'ti: F for 
. well (a good Degree) tf we can fay. with S. Paul, n 


l bave.wr onged uo Man; yethe onel y 1s peried- 
ly blamelels in this kinde, Cuz ne in co quudent 
ulli noc eat, quo prodeſſe deſiftat, as S. ferome Cx- 
ccllently ; who doth not this Evil to his Neigh- 
bor, that he omits to do him al! the Good he 
can. Thou didſt not burn thy Neighbors 
houle, (a ſtrange picce of uncouth Rightcoul- 


nels, ) Butdolt thoureceivehim into thy own, 
now 


——mu—_—— CG 
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TE nr 
now he 18 harborlels? Thou baſt nor oppreſt, 
or impoveritht thy Brother; Ts well : Bur 1s thy 
Abundance the Supply oi his Want m ths pre- 
ene exigent ? thy Superfluity, the Ranlom and 
edemprion of his extream Neceitnes? It 
not, >emember, that Dives 15 in rorments, not 
for robbing Lazarzs, but jor not rcleving Sin : 


\nd che dreadful Necretory Scnrence proceeds Matth.xxy, 


it the laſt Day, not for opprefling the poor, 
but for not fecding, not cloathing, nor vititing 
hem : A Reflefion very common indeed ; yet 
never more proper or {ealonable, than at this 
ime, when God preſents us an Object of 
Charity, the greateſt, I think, and the moir 
-anſiderable that was ever olter'd to this Natt- 
on, and when Heaven and Earth expect, that 
ſomething extraordinary ſhould be done. 


| have now opened the Book, and laid it be- 
fore you, and given you a ſhort Draught os 
this very unportant Leſion: A Leilon 10 con- 
fderable, that our Wile and Good God think» 
t worth the while to rout Armics, and fink 
Navics ; to burn up Cities, and turn Kingdoms 
upſide down; to fend Wars, and Plagzes, and 
Conflagrations amongſt us: 3 to {et open all hi- 
Schools, and ply all his ſevereſt Mechods/to 
teach it us the more effecually. Think now, 


that he looks down this Day from Heaycn to 
takc 


LEXIGNE4: Or, 


take Notice of our Proficiency ; to ſee how far 
we are advanc'd by theſe his Judgments in learn- 
g Righteouſneſs. And 1s it poſfible, we ſhould 
find out any longer ? Can we Rill reſiſt ſo 
powerful a Grace ? Are not the parts of the 
Text by this time, happily mer together? and 
the Truth of it accompliſhr, and cxemplihed in 
us to the ful]? —Gods Judgments on us, and 
his Rightcouſnels in us ? Who would not chink, 
and hope {o ? But as S. Ferome complains of 
his Age (which was indeed very calamitous) 
Orbis Romanns ruit, @ tamen Cervix noſtra non 
fleEfitur : The World finks and cracks about 
our Ears , and yet our Neck as ſtiff, and the 
Creſt of our Pride as lofty, and as erect as ever. 
How few are they that repent in Duſt and 
Aſhes, even Now, that God hath Jaid our City 
To Duſt, and our Houſes in Aſhes ! Look we 
firſt upon the Text, and then upon our le]ves, 
and we muſt ingenuouſly acknowledge , That 
whatever Abatements or Diminutions to the 
Height of the deſign'd Event of God's Judg- 
ments upon us the Text, or any Verſton of it 
note, or imply, our wr etched evil Lives do but 
£00) plainly expreſs and juſtifie. For— 

\Who are they that are faid hereto learn 
Rigkreonlacle in the Text ? Not always the 
Afifted themſelves, it ſeems ; but tome 


others that ſtand by and look on. For 'ts not 
0 
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*0 be omitted,- that rhe phraſe manifeſtly varies 
in the parts of the Propoſition : Judgments in 
tbe Earth, or upon the Land, fome particular 
Countrey 3 and the Werld at large, or ſome few 


nit learn Righteouſneſs. Thus Tyrus ſhall be de- Zach.ix.4,54 - 


vor d with Fire, 1aith the Prophet : AſÞbkelon 


ſhall ſec it, and fear ; Gaza and Ekron ſhall bc 


very ſorrowfill : But not a word how Ty. - -c her 
lf is affected. God forbid it ſhould 4 
withus! May 1t never be laid, that any of our 
Neighbors make better uſe af our Calamities, 


than we our ſelves! Have we any io hard- "Ry 


e amongſt us, that can look upon ſo tad a 
Spectacle, as if they ſate all the while in the 
Theater, or walkt ina Gallery of Pictures; lits 
demore concern d, than atthe Siege of Rhodes, 
or the Ruines of Troy ? Shallany Neighbor- 
Uity ſay wilely —Mea res agitur, Jam proxumns 
aret Vealegon— © Shall our enemies them- 
ſelves oo Sober and the Wile amongſt them, 
at the leaſt!) tremble at the Relation, and we 
continue ſtupid, and ſenſelels ? Shall Conſtan- 
tinople and Alexandria reient it , rand we not 
<a it as we ought ? Nay, ſhall China and 
Peru (it may be) Surat and Mexico, both the 
ladies hear, and be affected with it, and We our 


ſelves inſenſible ? Shall the [Inhabitants of the 
World abroad warm themſelves at our Fires, 


J with kindly and holy Heats; while in the mean. . 
LURE. 
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t111C our Repenting 78 Are not kindled, Nor our 
Charity inflam'd, and our Devotion as cold and 
frozen as ever ? e 1all our Mountain (C which we 
jad 1n our jolly prge {nould never be removed) 
be tulminated, and thunder-{trook , but the 
Blcited thower, that tollows , the Inſtruction 
that deſcends aiter,like the Rain, ſlide off tothe 
Vallies, to Others, that are round abont uv 
Our Lord wept over Jeruſalem, becauſe ſhe kyew 
not then (at torty years diſtance) the time of er 
Viſitation , for ihe D, 2ys will come, {faith He, when 


there ſb. ll not be left one ſtone pon another : But 


Wo is ine ! Our Day 1s come already, and our | 


Viſitation now actually upon us 3 and yet | 
fear, we will not know it, as we ought 
PC —— 

2, Reflect a little upon the Texfe of the 
Verb, how that varics too 1n the parts of the 
Propofition : The Judgments Are in the Farth, 
and the Inhabitants Till learn —— ( So the 
V ulgar Latin and the Englith: ) *Tis fullpe 

werba de futuro. For we liſt nor to hand-taſi 
our iclves to God Almighty, to make our| {elves 
over to him by preſent Dced of Gitt ; but 
would fain, 
mm A Legacy in our laſt Will and Teſtament. 
Ay but In Neceſ$it atibzs nemo Liber #alis :*T 15 n0t 


a iree or a noble Donation, which we beſtow, 


when we can keep 1t no Jonger our ſelves: For 


ſuch 


torlooth, bequeath our ſelves to | 
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ſuch a Bequeſt we may thank Death , rather 


chan the Teſtator, ſaith S. Chry/oſtomre. But we 
aceall Clinicks in this point 3 would tain have a 
Baptiſm in Relerve, . a Waſh tor all our Sins, 
when we cannot poſſibly commit them any 
more. Like Felix the unjuſt Governor, when 
S. Paul Reaſons of Righteouinels, our Heads 
begin to ake, and prelently we adjourn, with, 
Go thy way for this time ; Kwegy 0; pemehcſgortes, 


Cas he pretended) when we have Time and: 


Opportunity, and convenient Leiſure (which 
Feread not, that he ever jound) 1n plain Eng- 
iſh, when we have nothing elle to do, or can 
do nothing elſe, then we'll take forth this 


Leſion; — Learn Righteouſneſs, as Cato-did 


Greek, Fam Septuagenarins, jult when we are 
a dying 3 —- Begin then to con our part, when 


we are ready to be hiſt off the Stage,and Death 


snow pulling off our properties, - But take we 
heed in time : He may provea falle Prophet, 
that promiſeth himſelf to die the Death of the 
Righteous, when he hath loz/d, and puriu'd the 


At 


—— 


Te) Sx7e\4g 

ets, s 097, : 
Hom: Xylit iy 
Eplef- 


AQcs xxiv.25 


the Ways, and IV ages of Unrighicouſneſs all his | 


lie long : Who thinks, if hecan but ſhape the 
aſt faint Breath. he draws into a formal pretence 
of forgiving all the World,' and a. flie Delire 
ot being forgiven ; Upon thele two Þ2ngs the 
whole ſtrefs of his Righteouſnets, he goes out 


of God's School upon tair terms, and thinks to 
F render 


LEX IGNEA: Or, 


Eccleſ.ix, 10. 


_ render a plauſible Account of himſelf, 'No 


n0; the grear Lefion-of the Text 15 harder and 
deeper than ſo: Tis that we muſt (weat for, 
'tis that we may bleed for : 'Tis All, that Aday 
loſt, ard All, that Chriſt came to recover : 
Tis the Buſineſs of ourwhole lite, and 'tis de- 
ſperate Folly and Madnels to defer to learn it 
ill Death, when God now calls us to account 
torit. Fhough the Verb in fome Verſions be 
tuture (as I faid) yet ſtill 'ris Difcent Habita- 
tores, we muſt learn it, while we dwell here 
inthe World ; and who can ſecure us that be- 
yond the next moment ? When once we re- 
move hence, there's no School beyond : The 


Platomick Ernditoras i mOoORIGEN ( a place 


under Ground, I know not where, in which 


ſeparated Souls are {uppos'd to learn what they 
miſt off, or neglected here) as very a Fable as 
the Plaronick Purgatory. As there js no Work, 
nor Labor ; ſo no Device, nor Knowledge, nor 
Wiſdom in the Grave, The Schools are all in 
this World : All beyond 1s Priſon, and Dun- 
geon, and place of Torment, for ſuch as learn 


not their Duty here ; Fire without Light, and 


utter Darkneſs. 


. Again, They did learn (fo theSyriac, and 


he Interlineary Latin ) when thy Fudgments 


were in the Earth : For there is an Ellipfis in the 
Orginal of the former clauſe, and the Verb 


Qtap- 
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thy Judgments Are or Were 1n the Farth: And 
the Conjunction may ſeem to ſtand fair for 
the later, MWN2 73n quantum, or juxta quod ; 
why. (as R. David gloſleth it) qua menſura, ant 
modo; and ſo the Syriac, Qualia Fudicia, talent 
Fuſtitiam didicernnt : So much Judgment, ſo 
much Juſtice ; Righteoulnels they did learn, 
juſt while God's Rod was over them, and no 
longer. Thus while God's Plagues lay heavy 
upon Pharaoh, even that ſtiff neck bow'd, and 
that hard heart was ſoftned ; As Iron in a quick 
Fire relents and melts; but take it out of the 
Furnace, and it grows hard again, nay worſe, 

Churliſh and unmalleable : And fo he, When be 

ſaw that there was Reſpite, ſaith the Text, or a 

breathing time, He hardned þ3s heart Ex.vni.1 5. 

And do not we all the ſame ? - Like ceeming 


Subſtantive may be ſupplied either way, when | 


———— 


Women, while the pangs are upon us, we have Joh.xvi. 217 


| ſorrow 3 when ſome great Aftli&tion g1Ves us a 


ſmart Viſit, ſtrikes home, and deep, we ſeem 
tobe alittle {ſenfible - Ay butthe Throws once 
oyer, 8% £4 wnugreve, {faith our Lord, the Wo- 
man remembers them no more ; and ſo we. 
If but for a little ſpace Grace be ſhewed us , it 
bod gives 15 but a little Reſpite in our Bondage, 
ke Iſrael newly returned from Babel , wc 
freight forget his Commandments, which made 
ve good Ezra aſham'd and bluſh to life up 

; mY 


LEX IGNEA: Or, © 


his Face to Heaven 3 Ezra, Cap. ix. Vetſ 
9, 10. 


Happy We, it, as Pliny adviſeth his friend rap 


; Lib. vii. Ep. Maximmns, Tales ſe ſani perſeveremns , quales | Of 
] 4 &; futuros profitemnr infirimi; 1t we continue ſuck * © 
| in Health, as we promiſe to be upon our ſick- Ac 
beds. But Alas ! Conwalnuit ; Manſit, ut ante. off 
| PLIxvi. 14. How few with David pay the Vows which they at 
ipake with their Mouths, when they were in bu 
trouble ? Do not the engagements on the ſick- || "2 
: bed vaniſh, hke the Dreams of the ſick, forgot- s 
| : 


ten, as1t they had never been? I appealto | 
your own Boloms ; though affe@ed at firſt 
with this late diſmal Accident, doth it not 
prove to you a Nine-days Wonder, and your 
Thonghts,though much ſtartled at firſt, by de- 
grees reconcile to it ? Donot your Devotions 
begin to grow cold with the Fires;rak'd up, like 
rhole dying ſparks in dead Aſhes, and buried in 
E. the Duſt ; —Ignes (uppoſiti Cineri doloſo ? Juſt 
| as our Prophet ſtates it here, While thy Fudg- 
ments were upon them, they learn'd ; But as it 

Verf,1o. follows immediately , Fat Gratia Impio, Let 
Fawor be ſhewed to the Wicked , the leaſt 
| Intermifſion or kinde Interval , and he will 
not - learn Righteouſneſs, ſaith the Text ex- 

preſly ; he ſoon Jays by his Book, and gives | k 


over, But F 


4. Laſtly, 
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2. Laſtly, What is it that we Jearn?. or, to 
what good end or purpoſe ? The. Chaldee Pa- 
raphraſt iaterpoſerh here a very Material and 
, | Opcrative word, Diſcent operars, they will leariz 
1 & 32? to do, or towork Righteouſneſs. And this 
Addition ſhews us another of our Detects; cuts 
off, I fear, above half the Roll of our Learners 
| at once. We live (as I fatd) in alearned Age : 
7 But in al! this Croud and Throng of Learners, 
how few put themſelves 1n good carneſt into 
God's School ? And of them that do,how mucj\ 
fewer yet take forth their Leflon aright? —Learn 
Rl any thingelſe they will, but not. Righteoulnels ; 
and if that, any thing, but to do it? But this 


t £ __ 
| 1s not *Opolopry rightly to divide ; this 15 to 
f _ 

: mangle the Text, and to ſaw Iſaiah alunder 
; agatn, Would Icarning, or talking, or pre- 
: tending ſerve the tarn, We might finde Righ- 
tcoulneis enough 1n the World : We can de- 
tneit, and diſtingutſh 1t, Criticize upon the 


Word, and diſpute of the Thing without end :- 
; We ſtuff our Heads with the Notion, and tip 
| our Tongues with the Language , and fill the 
| World with our pretences to it : But Little Chil- 
' © #ren, ſaich S.Fohn, (O ye World of Learners) 
Be not deceived, (Let no Man ſeduce you into 
this piece of Gnoſticiſm, as if to learn , or to 
know, were ſufficient ; No, ) Ow, He that 
doth Righteouſneſs, be is Righteous, Non fortia 


loguimur, 


— ——— Ce ey 


x Joks. iii. 7, 
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LEX IG NE4: Or, 
loquimur, ſed vivimus, 1aith S. Cyprian ; The 
lite of Religion'is Doing. What we know, we 


Phil. ii. 16. muſt practice too ; Whereto we have alr eady 


attained, we muſt walk in it, ſaith the Apoſtle. 
They, that follow'd Chriſt , were firſt indeed 


Ads xi.26. Cald Diſciples, that 1s, Learners, (for tkere we 


muſt begin ;) But they ſoon after commenc'd 
Chriſtians at Antioch, Anointed to Action, as 
che word implies ; and this Name ſticks by them 
full, as the more eſſential. Their Oil muſt not 
be ſpent all in the Lamp, In Schola Sapientia, 
that they may ſhine by Knowledge ; they muſt 
do their Exerciſes too In Gyamaſio Fuſtitie, be 
anointed to the Agor, and to the Combat (as 
che Champions of old ;) and it they expect the 
Crown of Righteouſneſs, muſt not onely learn 
Righteoulnels, but Icarn to doit. 


Nd therefore (to thut up All, and to 1n- 

force it alittle upon ſuch Topicks, as the 
Text, and the {ad Face of things amongſt us 
{ſuggeſt ;) Let us no longer trifle with God Al- 
mighty, now we tinde to our coſt, that He 1s 
in good earneſt with us. Be not deceived; God, 
I'm ſure, is mot mockd. *Tis not our Faſting, 
and looking demur a little, and hanging down 
the Head, like a Bull-ruſh fora Day ; T1s not 


a few Grimaces of Sorrow, a {ad word or two, 
Or 


F 


— ——_— 
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ora weeping Eye will ſerve the turn : — Our 


tarts muſt bleed too, our Souls muſt be aflit- 


:d, and mourn for our old Unrighteouſnefles, 
ind forſake them too, and renounce them al! 
{or ever 3 and. yet further, take forth new 


Leſſons of Righteouinels 7 all holy Conwerſa- 2 Pet.i. 11, 
Y 015 21d Godlineſſes, as S. Peter ſpeaks, even in 


All the inſtances of Piety , and Juſtice, and 
Charity, ye heard off even now, or all this holy 
Diſcipline of God is loſt, and ſpent in vain. 


upon us. For this 3s all the Fruit, faith our Cap.xxvii.s.. 


Prophet, to take awayſm : If that remain ſtill in- 
us, Adverſity 15a bicter Cup indeed. To keep: 
our fins, and hold them faſt, even when God's: 
judgments are upon us for them, this is with. 
Copronymus, to pollute the Fountain that ſhould 
waſh us, to defile the ſalutary Waters of At- 
icon , to prophane the holy Fires of God's- 
Fumace, and to pals through the Eire to Mo-- 
la, to ſome reigning and domineering fin ,. 


[lome Tyrant-Juſt or Miſtrels-paſſion. Cor-- 


ion without Inſtruction, this is the Scourge: 
of Aſſes, not the Diſcipline of Men, nor the: 
Rod of the Sons of Men. To ſuffer much, 
nd not to be at all the better for it, *ris certain- - 
lyone of the ſaddeſt portions that can betal us. - 
n this World ; if not the fore-boding and ' 

prognoſtick of a far ſadder yet to come, . the:- 


F'fry Beginnings of Hell here, the Foretaſts of. 


that. 


we © 1% PAR; YT Ou Tg en ets pe hm 


ns & OT SL 


Prov. 1X. 17. 


Cor. x. 22. 
Job xxxv11, 


'K 
Job xl. 9. 


Iſai.xxxiii. 


14. 


Rom. ti. 4. 


2 Pet, 111,15, 
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that Cup of Bitterneſs, of which the Damneg 


ſuck otit the Dreggs. 

And wilt thou atter all this hide the ſweet 
Morlel nnder thy Tongue, when thou ſen. 
fibly perceiv'ſt ic already turning into the Gall 
of Aſps? —Still long for the delicious conſe. 
crated portion, and ſnatch it ereedily from 
God's Alrars, though thou ſeeſt thy Finger; 
burn, and thy Neſt on fire with it ? —Slll 
retain- the old Complacence in thy ſparkling 


Cup, though thou fcel'ſt it already biting like 


a Serpent, and ſtinging 2 like an Adder? —ſay 
ſtill, -Sto/n Waters are fret, though like thole 
bitter Ones of Jcalouſte, thou perceiv '{t them 
carry a Curſe along with them into thy very 
Bowels ? Dare we thus provoke the Lord to 
Tealouſte ® Are we ſtronger than He © Girdup 
now thy loyns like a. Man, thou ſtouteſt, and 
gallanteſt of the Sons of Earth, Haſt thou an 
Arm like God 2 or canſft thou thunder with a 
Voice- like him ? Wilt thou ſet the Briars and 
Thorns of the Wilderneſs againſt him in Batiel- 
Array ? or canſt thou dwell with ever aftin 
Burnings ? Or deſpiſeſt thou the Riches of ii 


Goodnefs and Forbearance ; not knowing { Cre] 


fuſt ing. to'know) that the Long-ſuffering of our 


Lord 1s Salvation, and that his G oodneſs lead- 
eth thee to Repentance ? If not, know al- 


edy”; that thy Hardneſs and Impenitent 


Heart, 
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tcart do but treaſure up for thee, yet a fiercer, 
and a more inſupportable Wrath. 
And therefore let us not flatter our ſclyes, 
nor think that God hath now emptied his Qui- 
ver, and ſpent all his Artillery upon us : Let\us 
not come forth delicately with the fooliſh A- 
gag, laying , Surely the Bitterneſs of Death 3s 1$amav.39 
paſt : No, the Dregs of the Cup of Fury are 
ſill behinde 3 God grant, we be not forc'd at 
aſt to drink them, and ſuck themup. Great 
Plagues remain for the ungodly, ſaith the Pfalmiſt. 
Ve umn abit ; Ecce duo weniunt. One Wo is p(xxxii re. 
paſt, but behold there come two Woes more , for | 
the reft of Men that were not kiPd by the former 
Plagnes, repented not, Apoc.ix. 12, 20. When 
God's Rods and his Ferulaes" (the Diſcipline of 
Children ) are contemn'd , he hath a laſhot 
Scorpions to ſcourge the obſtinate. When the 
Ten dreadful Plagues are ſpent all upon a 
ſtubborn Egypt without effect, there's a Red 


= 


| Scayet in Reſerve, that at Jaſt ſwallows All : 


And it our preſent Afﬀlictions reform us not, 
that we ſin no more ; take we heed, leſt yet a 
worſe thing betal us. Remember, that when 
the Touch of God's little Finger did not terrifte 
us, he ſoon made us feel the ſtroke of his heavy 
hand. If the more benign, and benedict Me- 
dicines will not work, nor ſtir usat all, he can 
Prepare usa rougher Recipe, or a ſtronger Doſe ; 
G retrive 


LEX IGNE4: Or, 


—. 


retrive and bring back his former Judgement; 
in ſharper Degree, or cle ſend upon us new 
ones, which we never dream off. 

The Devil of Rebellion, and Ditobedience, 
which not long ſince poſteſt the Nation, rent 
and tore it till it fom'd again, and pin'd away 
inlingring Conſumptions ; that caſt it oft time; 
into the Fire, and oft times into the Water 
( calamitics of all forts ) to deſtroy it; is now 
through God's Merctes caſt out, and we ſeem 
to ſit quiet, and ſober at the feet of our De- 
liverer, cloth'd, and 1n our right Minds a- 
- gain. Bur yet this ll ſpirir, this reſtleſs Fu- 
ry ( this unquiet, and dreadtul Alaftor, the 
eldeſt fon of Nemeſrs, and heir apparent to all 
the Terrors and Miſchiets of his Mother ) 
walks about day and night, ſeeking Reſt, and 
tinds none ; and he faith in his heart, I will 
return {ome time or other to my Houle, from 
whence I came out. Oh let us take heed 
of provoking that God, who alone chains-up 
his Fury, leaſt for our Sins he permit him to 
return once more, with ſeven other Spirits 
more wicked than himſelf, and fo our laſt 
Eſtate prove worle than the former. 
|. The Sword of the Angel of Death, which 
the laſt year cut down almoſt a hundred 
thouſand of us, may ſeem to have been glut- 
red with our Blood, and to have putupit eli 
into 
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.nto the ſcabbard. Qui Ze + file, as the Pro- Jer.xlvii. 6. 


het ſpeaks : God grant it may reſt here, and 
be ſtill. Bur, as 1t followes there, How can 
it be quict, if the Lord give it a new Commuſſion 
againſt us 2 Methinks I ſee the hand {t#'] up- 
on the Guard, and unleſs we prevent 1t by 
our ſpeedy Repentance, it may quickly be 
drawn again more terrible than ever, new tur- 
bilkt, and whetted with the keerer edge, ard 


- point, our wretched Ingratitude muſt needs 


have given it. The Sun of Righteouſneſs was 
ready to riſe upon us with healing 1n his 
Wipgs, to clear our Heaven again, and to 
ſcatter the Cloud of the laſt years unhealthi- 
nels. But yet, methinks, this ſlow-moving 
cloud hangs ſtill o're our Heads, hovers yer 
in View, with God knows how many Plagues 
and Deaths in the Boſom of it - and with- 


' out our ferrous Amendment we have no Rain- 


bow to aflure us, that we fhall not again be 
drencht 1n that horrible Tempeſt. Though 


the beſt Naturaliſts ſay, That great publick Fires nimerby. de 
are a proper Remedy for the Plagae, Yet God, Pe-Nevie- 


if he be angry can ſend a ruffling Wind into 


the very Aſhes of our City, blow them into 
the Air, and turn them, as thoie of the Egyp- 


tian Furnace, into a Blain, and a Botch, and Ex: ix. 8, g. 


a Plague {ore upon us. 


G 2 Nay 


LEX IGNEXM: Or, = 


Nay even outof thoſe dead Aſhes can He 
raiſe yet a fiercer Flame, to conſume what 
ſtill remains. As the lightning comes or:t of the 
Eaft, ſaith our Lord, and ſhineth even unto the 
Weſt, ſo- ſhall my coming be, ( ſc: to deſtroy Fe- 
ruſalem, ) and wherever the Careaſe is, will 
the Eagles be gathered together, Matth. xxiv, 
Fire 1s the Eagle in Nature ; nothing 1n the 
Elementary World mounts fo high to its place, 
and {toops fo low to its prey : the two pro- 


pcrties God himſelt aſcribes to that Bird, Fob 


xXxix. 27-30. And if we ſtil] retuſe obſti- 
nately to be gathered, like Chickens under 
our Lord's Wing, he can again let Joole this 
Bird of Prey this Eagle of Heaven upon us ; 
and from the Faſt , where it began betore, 
flle it home like Lightning e Sau, even to 
the utmolt Welt, to ſeize, and to devour 
where ever there 1s the leaſt Quarry remain- 
Ng. 

oc if this move usnot, Ietus remember that 
we have another City upon the Waters, a 
floating Town of moveable Forts and Caſtles, 
the Walls and Bulwarks of the Nation 3 
{tronger than thole of Braſs, the Fable ſpeaks 
off. As we deſire that God would ever fil 
their Sails with proſperous Gales , and ſtill bring 
them home with Honor, and Vittory, and good 
Succeſs, Let us take heed that we fight not 
| againſt 
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againſt them roo. Our Sin, like a Talent of 


Lcad, may fink them to- the Bottom ; Our 
Luſts, and Paſſions, and Animolities may fire 
them 3 our Drunkennels, and deep Exceſles 
may drown them ; our Volites of Oaths and 
Blaſphemics may pierce them ; nay, our Sedi- 
tious Murmurings, and Privy Whit] perings may 
blow them over. For God 1s Piorum Rupes Reo- 
11m Scopulins ; a Rock to found the Juſt upon, 
but a Shclf to ſhipwrack, and confound the Un- 
righteous, 

"And yet all theſe are but the common Road:;, 
and ordinary Inſtances of God's Nil pleaſures : 
But he hath alſo, beſtdes, and beyond all thele, 


unknown . Treaſures of Wrath , vaſt ſtores of 


hidden Judgments ( tor who knows the Power, 
or the extent of þzs Anger +) Laid up in thole 
iecret Magazines, where his Judgments are, 
when they are notin the Earth, relerv'd as his 
dreadful Artillery againſt the time of trouble , 
againſt the day of Battel and War, as he peaks 
himſelf, Job XXXVii. 23. Oh let usrake heed 


Pſ..xc. 1, 


of treaſuriag up to our ſelves Wrath againſt that Rom.i. 5. 


day of Wrath, and the Rewelation of his r iobteoua 


Tadoment. 

And now what ſhall I ſay more, 1 all that 
nath been ſaid hitherto , prove ineffectual ? 
The Text affords yet one Expedient as the 


ſtood 


T'”7 'T 
vbaldee Paraphraſt may ſeem to have under- pup 


A 


VOT 
Ls - 
» 4 wp 


Jude 6, 


ſtood it : Becauſe thy Fudgment, ſaith he (not 
U2UD as inthe Hebrew, but N27 or NI) 811 4 
the Fews call it, and S. Jude from them , The 
Judgment of the great Day) becauſe that Judg. 
menr, though not as yet in the Earth, 7s yer 
:xt, and appointed , and prepared for all the 
Earth WN? in the Hebrew it {elf roo, for rather 
than z7 the Earth) theretore moſt certainly, if 
atall, or for any thing, the Inhabitants of the 
World will learn Rightcoulneis. 

Bur 1t they pur far from them this evil day 
too, as if they had made a Covenant with 
Death and with Hell; it they finally retule to 
come under God's Diicipline, and to take 
torth to themſelves Leſſons of Righteoulnels 
here, they ſhall then be made themlelves great 
Leflons, and dreadful examples of God's 
Righteouſneſs to all the World. It they will 
not glorifie God in thele Fires, as they ought, 
nor walk in the light of them ; ler themre- 
member that there are Fires without Light, 
where none glorifie him, but by tuftering the 
Eternal Vengeance of their ſins. There mult 
they learn by ſaddeſt experience, who 09- 
ſtinately retuſe the more gainfu} Mcthod, 
oh oſſeegy Eumonr, That "tis afearful thing tofall 
into the hands of a living God. For our ene- 
mies here muſt die, and our ſtorms at Jaſt 
blow over, and our Fires, you ſee, though 


LEXIGNE4: Or, © 


never 
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never ſo great, in time go out and vaniſh: But 


Cod lives ; hath a Worm too.,that dies not (tor 
hoſe that Jive not as they ought ) and a fire 
that isnot quenched : The Babylonian Furnace, 
yen times hotter than uſual, a cool walk to 
that ; all our Vulcans and Etnas, our He- 
lis and Avudes faint types and ſhadows of it; 
the great Conflagration, we lo lately trembled 
at, and ſtill bewail but a ſpark to that infernal. 
Tophet, but a Painted Fire to that dreadful Mon- 
ibel ; even Everlaſting Burnings. From which, 
God of his tender Mercy deliver us All; and 
oiveus Grace in this our Day, (the Day of his 
ſudgments) ſo to learn Righteouſneſs, and lo 
to do it, that at the laſt, and great Day of 
Judgment , when he ſhall come again to 
Account with us for all our Learning , and for 


all our Doings, we may through his Mercy re- 


ceive the Crown of Righteouſneſs, for his ſake 


alone,who ſo dearly bought it tor us, even Jelus 


Chriſt the Righteous : To whom with the Fa- 


ther, and the Holy Ghoſt, be aſcribed by us, 


and all the Creatures in Heaven and Earth , 


Bleſing, Honor, Glory, and Power, henceforth. 


and for evermore. Amen. 
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